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Activities for Historical Document Packet
Summer Reading 2018
Directions: Read each of the following historical documents. Complete some research on the author /
speaker and historical time frame for each. Make certain you can identify the rhetorical purpose for each –
discover the reason each was written and the context for each. Then, complete one of the following
activities.

1. Develop a visual timeline for the pieces as they pertain to American history. The timeline should tell
the story of our developing nation and address some of the struggles faced in the continuing fight for
freedoms in our nation. Identify at least three key events / moments in each of the 1700s, 1800s,
and 1900s that bridge the gap between these pieces. The visual timeline should include images as
well as a well-developed paragraph explanation of the historical significance of each moment / event
placed, including the pieces you have been given.

2. Identify a common element carried through the texts. Select at least one example of textual
evidence from at least four of the pieces in the packet to demonstrate this common element. Then,
write a two-page or longer explanation of how these pieces maintain a common thread and what
this thread says about our development as a nation and our desire/drive for freedom. Include the
textual evidence you identified and use parenthetical citations.

3. Write and be prepared to present a 2 – 3 minute speech on the American definition of “Freedom”
and the struggles and price involved therein. This speech must include the events / concepts found
among at least four of the sources and textual evidence from these texts to support your assertions.
Fill in the blanks (spaces of time) between the events as needed. You may include contemporary
examples as well.

Speech to the Virginia Convention
Patrick Henry
March 23, 1775.

MR. PRESIDENT: No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriotism, as well as abilities, of the very worthy
gentlemen who have just addressed the House. But different men often see the same subject in different lights;
and, therefore, I hope it will not be thought disrespectful to those gentlemen if, entertaining as I do, opinions of
a character very opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth my sentiments freely, and without reserve. This is no
time for ceremony. The question before the House is one of awful moment to this country. For my own part, I
consider it as nothing less than a question of freedom or slavery; and in proportion to the magnitude of the
subject ought to be the freedom of the debate. It is only in this way that we can hope to arrive at truth, and fulfil
the great responsibility which we hold to God and our country. Should I keep back my opinions at such a time,
through fear of giving offence, I should consider myself as guilty of treason towards my country, and of an act
of disloyalty toward the majesty of heaven, which I revere above all earthly kings.
Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. We are apt to shut our eyes against a
painful truth, and listen to the song of that siren till she transforms us into beasts. Is this the part of wise men,
engaged in a great and arduous struggle for liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, having
eyes, see not, and, having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly concern their temporal salvation? For my
part, whatever anguish of spirit it may cost, I am willing to know the whole truth; to know the worst, and to
provide for it.
I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided; and that is the lamp of experience. I know of no way of
judging of the future but by the past. And judging by the past, I wish to know what there has been in the
conduct of the British ministry for the last ten years, to justify those hopes with which gentlemen have been
pleased to solace themselves, and the House? Is it that insidious smile with which our petition has been lately
received? Trust it not, sir; it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask
yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition comports with these war-like preparations which cover
our waters and darken our land. Are fleets and armies necessary to a work of love and reconciliation? Have we
shown ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled, that force must be called in to win back our love? Let us not
deceive ourselves, sir. These are the implements of war and subjugation; the last arguments to which kings
resort. I ask, gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array, if its purpose be not to force us to submission? Can
gentlemen assign any other possible motive for it? Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the world, to
call for all this accumulation of navies and armies? No, sir, she has none. They are meant for us; they can be
meant for no other. They are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those chains which the British ministry have
been so long forging. And what have we to oppose to them? Shall we try argument? Sir, we have been trying
that for the last ten years. Have we anything new to offer upon the subject? Nothing. We have held the subject
up in every light of which it is capable; but it has been all in vain. Shall we resort to entreaty and humble
supplication? What terms shall we find which have not been already exhausted? Let us not, I beseech you, sir,
deceive ourselves. Sir, we have done everything that could be done, to avert the storm which is now coming
on. We have petitioned; we have remonstrated; we have supplicated; we have prostrated ourselves before the
throne, and have implored its interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. Our
petitions have been slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult; our
supplications have been disregarded; and we have been spurned, with contempt, from the foot of the throne. In
vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation. There is no longer any

room for hope. If we wish to be free if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for which we
have been so long contending if we mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which we have been so
long engaged, and which we have pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest
shall be obtained, we must fight! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to the God of Hosts is all
that is left us!
They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be
stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and when a British
guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we
acquire the means of effectual resistance, by lying supinely on our backs, and hugging the delusive phantom of
hope, until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we are not weak if we make a proper use of
those means which the God of nature hath placed in our power. Three millions of people, armed in the holy
cause of liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible by any force which our enemy
can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a just God who presides over
the destinies of nations; and who will raise up friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the
strong alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. If we were base
enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There is no retreat but in submission and
slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable and
let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come.
It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace but there is no peace. The war is
actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms!
Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they
have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it,
Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!

http://www.history.org/almanack/life/politics/giveme.cfm

Crisis No.1
Thomas Payne
December 23, 1776

THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis,
shrink from the service of their country; but he that stands by it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and
woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the
conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only
that gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be
strange indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated. Britain, with an army to
enforce her tyranny, has declared that she has a right (not only to TAX) but "to BIND us in ALL CASES
WHATSOEVER" and if being bound in that manner, is not slavery, then is there not such a thing as slavery
upon earth. Even the expression is impious; for so unlimited a power can belong only to God.
Whether the independence of the continent was declared too soon, or delayed too long, I will not now enter
into as an argument; my own simple opinion is, that had it been eight months earlier, it would have been much
better. We did not make a proper use of last winter, neither could we, while we were in a dependent state.
However, the fault, if it were one, was all our own; we have none to blame but ourselves. But no great deal is

lost yet. All that Howe has been doing for this month past, is rather a ravage than a conquest, which the spirit
of the Jerseys, a year ago, would have quickly repulsed, and which time and a little resolution will soon
recover.
I have as little superstition in me as any man living, but my secret opinion has ever been, and still is, that God
Almighty will not give up a people to military destruction, or leave them unsupportedly to perish, who have so
earnestly and so repeatedly sought to avoid the calamities of war, by every decent method which wisdom
could invent. Neither have I so much of the infidel in me, as to suppose that He has relinquished the
government of the world, and given us up to the care of devils; and as I do not, I cannot see on what grounds
the king of Britain can look up to heaven for help against us: a common murderer, a highwayman, or a housebreaker, has as good a pretence as he.
'Tis surprising to see how rapidly a panic will sometimes run through a country. All nations and ages have been
subject to them. Britain has trembled like an ague at the report of a French fleet of flat-bottomed boats; and in
the fourteenth [fifteenth] century the whole English army, after ravaging the kingdom of France, was driven
back like men petrified with fear; and this brave exploit was performed by a few broken forces collected and
headed by a woman, Joan of Arc. Would that heaven might inspire some Jersey maid to spirit up her
countrymen, and save her fair fellow sufferers from ravage and ravishment! Yet panics, in some cases, have
their uses; they produce as much good as hurt. Their duration is always short; the mind soon grows through
them, and acquires a firmer habit than before. But their peculiar advantage is, that they are the touchstones of
sincerity and hypocrisy, and bring things and men to light, which might otherwise have lain forever
undiscovered. In fact, they have the same effect on secret traitors, which an imaginary apparition would have
upon a private murderer. They sift out the hidden thoughts of man, and hold them up in public to the world.
Many a disguised Tory has lately shown his head, that shall penitentially solemnize with curses the day on
which Howe arrived upon the Delaware.
As I was with the troops at Fort Lee, and marched with them to the edge of Pennsylvania, I am well acquainted
with many circumstances, which those who live at a distance know but little or nothing of. Our situation there
was exceedingly cramped, the place being a narrow neck of land between the North River and the
Hackensack. Our force was inconsiderable, being not one-fourth so great as Howe could bring against us. We
had no army at hand to have relieved the garrison, had we shut ourselves up and stood on our defence. Our
ammunition, light artillery, and the best part of our stores, had been removed, on the apprehension that Howe
would endeavor to penetrate the Jerseys, in which case Fort Lee could be of no use to us; for it must occur to
every thinking man, whether in the army or not, that these kind of field forts are only for temporary purposes,
and last in use no longer than the enemy directs his force against the particular object which such forts are
raised to defend. Such was our situation and condition at Fort Lee on the morning of the 20th of November,
when an officer arrived with information that the enemy with 200 boats had landed about seven miles above;
Major General [Nathaniel] Green, who commanded the garrison, immediately ordered them under arms, and
sent express to General Washington at the town of Hackensack, distant by the way of the ferry = six miles. Our
first object was to secure the bridge over the Hackensack, which laid up the river between the enemy and us,
about six miles from us, and three from them. General Washington arrived in about three-quarters of an hour,
and marched at the head of the troops towards the bridge, which place I expected we should have a brush for;
however, they did not choose to dispute it with us, and the greatest part of our troops went over the bridge, the
rest over the ferry, except some which passed at a mill on a small creek, between the bridge and the ferry, and
made their way through some marshy grounds up to the town of Hackensack, and there passed the river. We
brought off as much baggage as the wagons could contain, the rest was lost. The simple object was to bring
off the garrison, and march them on till they could be strengthened by the Jersey or Pennsylvania militia, so as
to be enabled to make a stand. We staid four days at Newark, collected our out-posts with some of the Jersey
militia, and marched out twice to meet the enemy, on being informed that they were advancing, though our
numbers were greatly inferior to theirs. Howe, in my little opinion, committed a great error in generalship in not
throwing a body of forces off from Staten Island through Amboy, by which means he might have seized all our
stores at Brunswick, and intercepted our march into Pennsylvania; but if we believe the power of hell to be
limited, we must likewise believe that their agents are under some providential control.
I shall not now attempt to give all the particulars of our retreat to the Delaware; suffice it for the present to say,
that both officers and men, though greatly harassed and fatigued, frequently without rest, covering, or

provision, the inevitable consequences of a long retreat, bore it with a manly and martial spirit. All their wishes
centred in one, which was, that the country would turn out and help them to drive the enemy back. Voltaire has
remarked that King William never appeared to full advantage but in difficulties and in action; the same remark
may be made on General Washington, for the character fits him. There is a natural firmness in some minds
which cannot be unlocked by trifles, but which, when unlocked, discovers a cabinet of fortitude; and I reckon it
among those kind of public blessings, which we do not immediately see, that God hath blessed him with
uninterrupted health, and given him a mind that can even flourish upon care.
I shall conclude this paper with some miscellaneous remarks on the state of our affairs; and shall begin with
asking the following question, Why is it that the enemy have left the New England provinces, and made these
middle ones the seat of war? The answer is easy: New England is not infested with Tories, and we are. I have
been tender in raising the cry against these men, and used numberless arguments to show them their danger,
but it will not do to sacrifice a world either to their folly or their baseness. The period is now arrived, in which
either they or we must change our sentiments, or one or both must fall. And what is a Tory? Good God! What
is he? I should not be afraid to go with a hundred Whigs against a thousand Tories, were they to attempt to get
into arms. Every Tory is a coward; for servile, slavish, self-interested fear is the foundation of Toryism; and a
man under such influence, though he may be cruel, never can be brave.
But, before the line of irrecoverable separation be drawn between us, let us reason the matter together: Your
conduct is an invitation to the enemy, yet not one in a thousand of you has heart enough to join him. Howe is
as much deceived by you as the American cause is injured by you. He expects you will all take up arms, and
flock to his standard, with muskets on your shoulders. Your opinions are of no use to him, unless you support
him personally, for 'tis soldiers, and not Tories, that he wants.
I once felt all that kind of anger, which a man ought to feel, against the mean principles that are held by the
Tories: a noted one, who kept a tavern at Amboy, was standing at his door, with as pretty a child in his hand,
about eight or nine years old, as I ever saw, and after speaking his mind as freely as he thought was prudent,
finished with this unfatherly expression, "Well! give me peace in my day." Not a man lives on the continent but
fully believes that a separation must some time or other finally take place, and a generous parent should have
said, "If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child may have peace;" and this single reflection, well
applied, is sufficient to awaken every man to duty. Not a place upon earth might be so happy as America. Her
situation is remote from all the wrangling world, and she has nothing to do but to trade with them. A man can
distinguish himself between temper and principle, and I am as confident, as I am that God governs the world,
that America will never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion. Wars, without ceasing, will break out till
that period arrives, and the continent must in the end be conqueror; for though the flame of liberty may
sometimes cease to shine, the coal can never expire.
America did not, nor does not want force; but she wanted a proper application of that force. Wisdom is not the
purchase of a day, and it is no wonder that we should err at the first setting off. From an excess of tenderness,
we were unwilling to raise an army, and trusted our cause to the temporary defence of a well-meaning militia. A
summer's experience has now taught us better; yet with those troops, while they were collected, we were able
to set bounds to the progress of the enemy, and, thank God! they are again assembling. I always considered
militia as the best troops in the world for a sudden exertion, but they will not do for a long campaign. Howe, it is
probable, will make an attempt on this city [Philadelphia]; should he fail on this side the Delaware, he is ruined.
If he succeeds, our cause is not ruined. He stakes all on his side against a part on ours; admitting he
succeeds, the consequence will be, that armies from both ends of the continent will march to assist their
suffering friends in the middle states; for he cannot go everywhere, it is impossible. I consider Howe as the
greatest enemy the Tories have; he is bringing a war into their country, which, had it not been for him and
partly for themselves, they had been clear of. Should he now be expelled, I wish with all the devotion of a
Christian, that the names of Whig and Tory may never more be mentioned; but should the Tories give him
encouragement to come, or assistance if he come, I as sincerely wish that our next year's arms may expel
them from the continent, and the Congress appropriate their possessions to the relief of those who have
suffered in well-doing. A single successful battle next year will settle the whole. America could carry on a two
years' war by the confiscation of the property of disaffected persons, and be made happy by their expulsion.
Say not that this is revenge, call it rather the soft resentment of a suffering people, who, having no object in
view but the good of all, have staked their own all upon a seemingly doubtful event. Yet it is folly to argue

against determined hardness; eloquence may strike the ear, and the language of sorrow draw forth the tear of
compassion, but nothing can reach the heart that is steeled with prejudice.
Quitting this class of men, I turn with the warm ardor of a friend to those who have nobly stood, and are yet
determined to stand the matter out: I call not upon a few, but upon all: not on this state or that state, but on
every state: up and help us; lay your shoulders to the wheel; better have too much force than too little, when so
great an object is at stake. Let it be told to the future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope
and virtue could survive, that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet and
to repulse it. Say not that thousands are gone, turn out your tens of thousands; throw not the burden of the day
upon Providence, but "show your faith by your works," that God may bless you. It matters not where you live,
or what rank of life you hold, the evil or the blessing will reach you all. The far and the near, the home counties
and the back, the rich and the poor, will suffer or rejoice alike. The heart that feels not now is dead; the blood
of his children will curse his cowardice, who shrinks back at a time when a little might have saved the whole,
and made them happy. I love the man that can smile in trouble, that can gather strength from distress, and
grow brave by reflection. 'Tis the business of little minds to shrink; but he whose heart is firm, and whose
conscience approves his conduct, will pursue his principles unto death. My own line of reasoning is to myself
as straight and clear as a ray of light. Not all the treasures of the world, so far as I believe, could have induced
me to support an offensive war, for I think it murder; but if a thief breaks into my house, burns and destroys my
property, and kills or threatens to kill me, or those that are in it, and to "bind me in all cases whatsoever" to his
absolute will, am I to suffer it? What signifies it to me, whether he who does it is a king or a common man; my
countryman or not my countryman; whether it be done by an individual villain, or an army of them? If we
reason to the root of things we shall find no difference; neither can any just cause be assigned why we should
punish in the one case and pardon in the other. Let them call me rebel and welcome, I feel no concern from it;
but I should suffer the misery of devils, were I to make a whore of my soul by swearing allegiance to one
whose character is that of a sottish, stupid, stubborn, worthless, brutish man. I conceive likewise a horrid idea
in receiving mercy from a being, who at the last day shall be shrieking to the rocks and mountains to cover him,
and fleeing with terror from the orphan, the widow, and the slain of America.
There are cases which cannot be overdone by language, and this is one. There are persons, too, who see not
the full extent of the evil which threatens them; they solace themselves with hopes that the enemy, if he
succeed, will be merciful. It is the madness of folly, to expect mercy from those who have refused to do justice;
and even mercy, where conquest is the object, is only a trick of war; the cunning of the fox is as murderous as
the violence of the wolf, and we ought to guard equally against both. Howe's first object is, partly by threats
and partly by promises, to terrify or seduce the people to deliver up their arms and receive mercy. The ministry
recommended the same plan to Gage, and this is what the tories call making their peace, "a peace which
passeth all understanding" indeed! A peace which would be the immediate forerunner of a worse ruin than any
we have yet thought of. Ye men of Pennsylvania, do reason upon these things! Were the back counties to give
up their arms, they would fall an easy prey to the Indians, who are all armed: this perhaps is what some Tories
would not be sorry for. Were the home counties to deliver up their arms, they would be exposed to the
resentment of the back counties who would then have it in their power to chastise their defection at pleasure.
And were any one state to give up its arms, that state must be garrisoned by all Howe's army of Britons and
Hessians to preserve it from the anger of the rest. Mutual fear is the principal link in the chain of mutual love,
and woe be to that state that breaks the compact. Howe is mercifully inviting you to barbarous destruction, and
men must be either rogues or fools that will not see it. I dwell not upon the vapors of imagination; I bring reason
to your ears, and, in language as plain as A, B, C, hold up truth to your eyes.
I thank God, that I fear not. I see no real cause for fear. I know our situation well, and can see the way out of it.
While our army was collected, Howe dared not risk a battle; and it is no credit to him that he decamped from
the White Plains, and waited a mean opportunity to ravage the defenceless Jerseys; but it is great credit to us,
that, with a handful of men, we sustained an orderly retreat for near an hundred miles, brought off our
ammunition, all our field pieces, the greatest part of our stores, and had four rivers to pass. None can say that
our retreat was precipitate, for we were near three weeks in performing it, that the country might have time to
come in. Twice we marched back to meet the enemy, and remained out till dark. The sign of fear was not seen
in our camp, and had not some of the cowardly and disaffected inhabitants spread false alarms through the
country, the Jerseys had never been ravaged. Once more we are again collected and collecting; our new army
at both ends of the continent is recruiting fast, and we shall be able to open the next campaign with sixty

thousand men, well armed and clothed. This is our situation, and who will may know it. By perseverance and
fortitude we have the prospect of a glorious issue; by cowardice and submission, the sad choice of a variety of
evils — a ravaged country — a depopulated city — habitations without safety, and slavery without hope — our
homes turned into barracks and bawdy-houses for Hessians, and a future race to provide for, whose fathers
we shall doubt of. Look on this picture and weep over it! and if there yet remains one thoughtless wretch who
believes it not, let him suffer it unlamented.
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/amrev/north/
paine.html

Washington's Farewell Address 1796
Friends and Citizens:
The period for a new election of a citizen to administer the executive government of the United States
being not far distant, and the time actually arrived when your thoughts must be employed in designating the
person who is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper, especially as it may conduce to a
more distinct expression of the public voice, that I should now apprise you of the resolution I have formed, to
decline being considered among the number of those out of whom a choice is to be made.
I beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice to be assured that this resolution has not been taken
without a strict regard to all the considerations appertaining to the relation which binds a dutiful citizen to his
country; and that in withdrawing the tender of service, which silence in my situation might imply, I am
influenced by no diminution of zeal for your future interest, no deficiency of grateful respect for your past
kindness, but am supported by a full conviction that the step is compatible with both.
The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, the office to which your suffrages have twice called me
have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty and to a deference for what appeared to be
your desire. I constantly hoped that it would have been much earlier in my power, consistently with motives
which I was not at liberty to disregard, to return to that retirement from which I had been reluctantly drawn. The
strength of my inclination to do this, previous to the last election, had even led to the preparation of an address
to declare it to you; but mature reflection on the then perplexed and critical posture of our affairs with foreign
nations, and the unanimous advice of persons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea.
I rejoice that the state of your concerns, external as well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of
inclination incompatible with the sentiment of duty or propriety, and am persuaded, whatever partiality may be
retained for my services, that, in the present circumstances of our country, you will not disapprove my
determination to retire.
The impressions with which I first undertook the arduous trust were explained on the proper occasion. In
the discharge of this trust, I will only say that I have, with good intentions, contributed towards the organization
and administration of the government the best exertions of which a very fallible judgment was capable. Not
unconscious in the outset of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience in my own eyes, perhaps still more
in the eyes of others, has strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself; and every day the increasing
weight of years admonishes me more and more that the shade of retirement is as necessary to me as it will be
welcome. Satisfied that if any circumstances have given peculiar value to my services, they were temporary, I
have the consolation to believe that, while choice and prudence invite me to quit the political scene, patriotism
does not forbid it.
In looking forward to the moment which is intended to terminate the career of my public life, my feelings do
not permit me to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that debt of gratitude which I owe to my beloved
country for the many honors it has conferred upon me; still more for the steadfast confidence with which it has
supported me; and for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of manifesting my inviolable attachment, by

services faithful and persevering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits have resulted to our
country from these services, let it always be remembered to your praise, and as an instructive example in our
annals, that under circumstances in which the passions, agitated in every direction, were liable to mislead,
amidst appearances sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging, in situations in which not
unfrequently want of success has countenanced the spirit of criticism, the constancy of your support was the
essential prop of the efforts, and a guarantee of the plans by which they were effected. Profoundly penetrated
with this idea, I shall carry it with me to my grave, as a strong incitement to unceasing vows that heaven may
continue to you the choicest tokens of its beneficence; that your union and brotherly affection may be
perpetual; that the free Constitution, which is the work of your hands, may be sacredly maintained; that its
administration in every department may be stamped with wisdom and virtue; that, in fine, the happiness of the
people of these States, under the auspices of liberty, may be made complete by so careful a preservation and
so prudent a use of this blessing as will acquire to them the glory of recommending it to the applause, the
affection, and adoption of every nation which is yet a stranger to it.
Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and the
apprehension of danger, natural to that solicitude, urge me, on an occasion like the present, to offer to your
solemn contemplation, and to recommend to your frequent review, some sentiments which are the result of
much reflection, of no inconsiderable observation, and which appear to me all-important to the permanency of
your felicity as a people. These will be offered to you with the more freedom, as you can only see in them the
disinterested warnings of a parting friend, who can possibly have no personal motive to bias his counsel. Nor
can I forget, as an encouragement to it, your indulgent reception of my sentiments on a former and not
dissimilar occasion.
Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of mine is
necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment.
The unity of government which constitutes you one people is also now dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a
main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the support of your tranquility at home, your peace abroad;
of your safety; of your prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly prize. But as it is easy to foresee that,
from different causes and from different quarters, much pains will be taken, many artifices employed to weaken
in your minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the point in your political fortress against which the batteries
of internal and external enemies will be most constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously)
directed, it is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate the immense value of your national union to
your collective and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and immovable attachment
to it; accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your political safety and prosperity;
watching for its preservation with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest even a suspicion
that it can in any event be abandoned; and indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt to
alienate any portion of our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the
various parts.
For this you have every inducement of sympathy and interest. Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common
country, that country has a right to concentrate your affections. The name of American, which belongs to you in
your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any appellation derived from
local discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and
political principles. You have in a common cause fought and triumphed together; the independence and liberty
you possess are the work of joint counsels, and joint efforts of common dangers, sufferings, and successes.
But these considerations, however powerfully they address themselves to your sensibility, are greatly
outweighed by those which apply more immediately to your interest. Here every portion of our country finds the
most commanding motives for carefully guarding and preserving the union of the whole.
The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the South, protected by the equal laws of a common
government, finds in the productions of the latter great additional resources of maritime and commercial
enterprise and precious materials of manufacturing industry. The South, in the same intercourse, benefiting by
the agency of the North, sees its agriculture grow and its commerce expand. Turning partly into its own
channels the seamen of the North, it finds its particular navigation invigorated; and, while it contributes, in

different ways, to nourish and increase the general mass of the national navigation, it looks forward to the
protection of a maritime strength, to which itself is unequally adapted. The East, in a like intercourse with the
West, already finds, and in the progressive improvement of interior communications by land and water, will
more and more find a valuable vent for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or manufactures at home.
The West derives from the East supplies requisite to its growth and comfort, and, what is perhaps of still
greater consequence, it must of necessity owe the secure enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own
productions to the weight, influence, and the future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed
by an indissoluble community of interest as one nation. Any other tenure by which the West can hold this
essential advantage, whether derived from its own separate strength, or from an apostate and unnatural
connection with any foreign power, must be intrinsically precarious.
While, then, every part of our country thus feels an immediate and particular interest in union, all the parts
combined cannot fail to find in the united mass of means and efforts greater strength, greater resource,
proportionably greater security from external danger, a less frequent interruption of their peace by foreign
nations; and, what is of inestimable value, they must derive from union an exemption from those broils and
wars between themselves, which so frequently afflict neighboring countries not tied together by the same
governments, which their own rival ships alone would be sufficient to produce, but which opposite foreign
alliances, attachments, and intrigues would stimulate and embitter. Hence, likewise, they will avoid the
necessity of those overgrown military establishments which, under any form of government, are inauspicious to
liberty, and which are to be regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty. In this sense it is that your
union ought to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, and that the love of the one ought to endear to you
the preservation of the other.
These considerations speak a persuasive language to every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the
continuance of the Union as a primary object of patriotic desire. Is there a doubt whether a common
government can embrace so large a sphere? Let experience solve it. To listen to mere speculation in such a
case were criminal. We are authorized to hope that a proper organization of the whole with the auxiliary
agency of governments for the respective subdivisions, will afford a happy issue to the experiment. It is well
worth a fair and full experiment. With such powerful and obvious motives to union, affecting all parts of our
country, while experience shall not have demonstrated its impracticability, there will always be reason to
distrust the patriotism of those who in any quarter may endeavor to weaken its bands.
In contemplating the causes which may disturb our Union, it occurs as matter of serious concern that any
ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical discriminations, Northern and
Southern, Atlantic and Western; whence designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real
difference of local interests and views. One of the expedients of party to acquire influence within particular
districts is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too much
against the jealousies and heartburnings which spring from these misrepresentations; they tend to render alien
to each other those who ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. The inhabitants of our Western
country have lately had a useful lesson on this head; they have seen, in the negotiation by the Executive, and
in the unanimous ratification by the Senate, of the treaty with Spain, and in the universal satisfaction at that
event, throughout the United States, a decisive proof how unfounded were the suspicions propagated among
them of a policy in the General Government and in the Atlantic States unfriendly to their interests in regard to
the Mississippi; they have been witnesses to the formation of two treaties, that with Great Britain, and that with
Spain, which secure to them everything they could desire, in respect to our foreign relations, towards
confirming their prosperity. Will it not be their wisdom to rely for the preservation of these advantages on the
Union by which they were procured ? Will they not henceforth be deaf to those advisers, if such there are, who
would sever them from their brethren and connect them with aliens?
To the efficacy and permanency of your Union, a government for the whole is indispensable. No alliance,
however strict, between the parts can be an adequate substitute; they must inevitably experience the
infractions and interruptions which all alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible of this momentous
truth, you have improved upon your first essay, by the adoption of a constitution of government better
calculated than your former for an intimate union, and for the efficacious management of your common
concerns. This government, the offspring of our own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upon full
investigation and mature deliberation, completely free in its principles, in the distribution of its powers, uniting

security with energy, and containing within itself a provision for its own amendment, has a just claim to your
confidence and your support. Respect for its authority, compliance with its laws, acquiescence in its measures,
are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. The basis of our political systems is the right of
the people to make and to alter their constitutions of government. But the Constitution which at any time exists,
till changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea
of the power and the right of the people to establish government presupposes the duty of every individual to
obey the established government.
All obstructions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and associations, under whatever plausible
character, with the real design to direct, control, counteract, or awe the regular deliberation and action of the
constituted authorities, are destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal tendency. They serve to
organize faction, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force; to put, in the place of the delegated will of the
nation the will of a party, often a small but artful and enterprising minority of the community; and, according to
the alternate triumphs of different parties, to make the public administration the mirror of the ill-concerted and
incongruous projects of faction, rather than the organ of consistent and wholesome plans digested by common
counsels and modified by mutual interests.
However combinations or associations of the above description may now and then answer popular ends,
they are likely, in the course of time and things, to become potent engines, by which cunning, ambitious, and
unprincipled men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people and to usurp for themselves the reins of
government, destroying afterwards the very engines which have lifted them to unjust dominion.
Towards the preservation of your government, and the permanency of your present happy state, it is
requisite, not only that you steadily discountenance irregular oppositions to its acknowledged authority, but
also that you resist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles, however specious the pretexts. One
method of assault may be to effect, in the forms of the Constitution, alterations which will impair the energy of
the system, and thus to undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In all the changes to which you may be
invited, remember that time and habit are at least as necessary to fix the true character of governments as of
other human institutions; that experience is the surest standard by which to test the real tendency of the
existing constitution of a country; that facility in changes, upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion,
exposes to perpetual change, from the endless variety of hypothesis and opinion; and remember, especially,
that for the efficient management of your common interests, in a country so extensive as ours, a government of
as much vigor as is consistent with the perfect security of liberty is indispensable. Liberty itself will find in such
a government, with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its surest guardian. It is, indeed, little else than a
name, where the government is too feeble to withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine each member of
the society within the limits prescribed by the laws, and to maintain all in the secure and tranquil enjoyment of
the rights of person and property.
I have already intimated to you the danger of parties in the State, with particular reference to the founding
of them on geographical discriminations. Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and warn you in the
most solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of party generally.
This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, having its root in the strongest passions of the
human mind. It exists under different shapes in all governments, more or less stifled, controlled, or repressed;
but, in those of the popular form, it is seen in its greatest rankness, and is truly their worst enemy.
The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party
dissension, which in different ages and countries has perpetrated the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful
despotism. But this leads at length to a more formal and permanent despotism. The disorders and miseries
which result gradually incline the minds of men to seek security and repose in the absolute power of an
individual; and sooner or later the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or more fortunate than his
competitors, turns this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, on the ruins of public liberty.
Without looking forward to an extremity of this kind (which nevertheless ought not to be entirely out of
sight), the common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of
a wise people to discourage and restrain it.

It serves always to distract the public councils and enfeeble the public administration. It agitates the
community with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms, kindles the animosity of one part against another,
foments occasionally riot and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence and corruption, which finds a
facilitated access to the government itself through the channels of party passions. Thus the policy and the will
of one country are subjected to the policy and will of another.
There is an opinion that parties in free countries are useful checks upon the administration of the
government and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty. This within certain limits is probably true; and in
governments of a monarchical cast, patriotism may look with indulgence, if not with favor, upon the spirit of
party. But in those of the popular character, in governments purely elective, it is a spirit not to be encouraged.
From their natural tendency, it is certain there will always be enough of that spirit for every salutary purpose.
And there being constant danger of excess, the effort ought to be by force of public opinion, to mitigate and
assuage it. A fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its bursting into a flame, lest,
instead of warming, it should consume.
It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking in a free country should inspire caution in those entrusted
with its administration, to confine themselves within their respective constitutional spheres, avoiding in the
exercise of the powers of one department to encroach upon another. The spirit of encroachment tends to
consolidate the powers of all the departments in one, and thus to create, whatever the form of government, a
real despotism. A just estimate of that love of power, and proneness to abuse it, which predominates in the
human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us of the truth of this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks in the
exercise of political power, by dividing and distributing it into different depositaries, and constituting each the
guardian of the public weal against invasions by the others, has been evinced by experiments ancient and
modern; some of them in our country and under our own eyes. To preserve them must be as necessary as to
institute them. If, in the opinion of the people, the distribution or modification of the constitutional powers be in
any particular wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment in the way which the Constitution designates. But let
there be no change by usurpation; for though this, in one instance, may be the instrument of good, it is the
customary weapon by which free governments are destroyed. The precedent must always greatly overbalance
in permanent evil any partial or transient benefit, which the use can at any time yield.
Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable
supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism, who should labor to subvert these great pillars
of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere politician, equally with
the pious man, ought to respect and to cherish them. A volume could not trace all their connections with private
and public felicity. Let it simply be asked: Where is the security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense
of religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of investigation in courts of justice ? And let
us with caution indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever may be
conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience both
forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle.
It is substantially true that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular government. The rule, indeed,
extends with more or less force to every species of free government. Who that is a sincere friend to it can look
with indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric?
Promote then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In
proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion
should be enlightened.
As a very important source of strength and security, cherish public credit. One method of preserving it is to
use it as sparingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating peace, but remembering also that
timely disbursements to prepare for danger frequently prevent much greater disbursements to repel it, avoiding
likewise the accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occasions of expense, but by vigorous exertion in time
of peace to discharge the debts which unavoidable wars may have occasioned, not ungenerously throwing
upon posterity the burden which we ourselves ought to bear. The execution of these maxims belongs to your
representatives, but it is necessary that public opinion should co-operate. To facilitate to them the performance
of their duty, it is essential that you should practically bear in mind that towards the payment of debts there

must be revenue; that to have revenue there must be taxes; that no taxes can be devised which are not more
or less inconvenient and unpleasant; that the intrinsic embarrassment, inseparable from the selection of the
proper objects (which is always a choice of difficulties), ought to be a decisive motive for a candid construction
of the conduct of the government in making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in the measures for obtaining
revenue, which the public exigencies may at any time dictate.
Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; cultivate peace and harmony with all. Religion and
morality enjoin this conduct; and can it be, that good policy does not equally enjoin it - It will be worthy of a
free, enlightened, and at no distant period, a great nation, to give to mankind the magnanimous and too novel
example of a people always guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who can doubt that, in the course
of time and things, the fruits of such a plan would richly repay any temporary advantages which might be lost
by a steady adherence to it ? Can it be that Providence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation
with its virtue ? The experiment, at least, is recommended by every sentiment which ennobles human nature.
Alas! is it rendered impossible by its vices?
In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that permanent, inveterate antipathies
against particular nations, and passionate attachments for others, should be excluded; and that, in place of
them, just and amicable feelings towards all should be cultivated. The nation which indulges towards another a
habitual hatred or a habitual fondness is in some degree a slave. It is a slave to its animosity or to its affection,
either of which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in one nation against
another disposes each more readily to offer insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be
haughty and intractable, when accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur. Hence, frequent collisions,
obstinate, envenomed, and bloody contests. The nation, prompted by ill-will and resentment, sometimes
impels to war the government, contrary to the best calculations of policy. The government sometimes
participates in the national propensity, and adopts through passion what reason would reject; at other times it
makes the animosity of the nation subservient to projects of hostility instigated by pride, ambition, and other
sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, sometimes perhaps the liberty, of nations, has been the
victim.
So likewise, a passionate attachment of one nation for another produces a variety of evils. Sympathy for
the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of an imaginary common interest in cases where no real common
interest exists, and infusing into one the enmities of the other, betrays the former into a participation in the
quarrels and wars of the latter without adequate inducement or justification. It leads also to concessions to the
favorite nation of privileges denied to others which is apt doubly to injure the nation making the concessions;
by unnecessarily parting with what ought to have been retained, and by exciting jealousy, ill-will, and a
disposition to retaliate, in the parties from whom equal privileges are withheld. And it gives to ambitious,
corrupted, or deluded citizens (who devote themselves to the favorite nation), facility to betray or sacrifice the
interests of their own country, without odium, sometimes even with popularity; gilding, with the appearances of
a virtuous sense of obligation, a commendable deference for public opinion, or a laudable zeal for public good,
the base or foolish compliances of ambition, corruption, or infatuation.
As avenues to foreign influence in innumerable ways, such attachments are particularly alarming to the
truly enlightened and independent patriot. How many opportunities do they afford to tamper with domestic
factions, to practice the arts of seduction, to mislead public opinion, to influence or awe the public councils.
Such an attachment of a small or weak towards a great and powerful nation dooms the former to be the
satellite of the latter.
Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of
a free people ought to be constantly awake, since history and experience prove that foreign influence is one of
the most baneful foes of republican government. But that jealousy to be useful must be impartial; else it
becomes the instrument of the very influence to be avoided, instead of a defense against it. Excessive partiality
for one foreign nation and excessive dislike of another cause those whom they actuate to see danger only on
one side, and serve to veil and even second the arts of influence on the other. Real patriots who may resist the
intrigues of the favorite are liable to become suspected and odious, while its tools and dupes usurp the
applause and confidence of the people, to surrender their interests.

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to
have with them as little political connection as possible. So far as we have already formed engagements, let
them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop. Europe has a set of primary interests which to us
have none; or a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the causes of
which are essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves
by artificial ties in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary combinations and collisions of her
friendships or enmities.
Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to pursue a different course. If we remain one
people under an efficient government. the period is not far off when we may defy material injury from external
annoyance; when we may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality we may at any time resolve upon to
be scrupulously respected; when belligerent nations, under the impossibility of making acquisitions upon us,
will not lightly hazard the giving us provocation; when we may choose peace or war, as our interest, guided by
justice, shall counsel.
Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation? Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground?
Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle our peace and prosperity in the toils
of European ambition, rivalship, interest, humor or caprice?
It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world; so far, I
mean, as we are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be understood as capable of patronizing infidelity to
existing engagements. I hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to private affairs, that honesty is
always the best policy. I repeat it, therefore, let those engagements be observed in their genuine sense. But, in
my opinion, it is unnecessary and would be unwise to extend them.
Taking care always to keep ourselves by suitable establishments on a respectable defensive posture, we
may safely trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary emergencies.
Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, are recommended by policy, humanity, and interest. But even
our commercial policy should hold an equal and impartial hand; neither seeking nor granting exclusive favors
or preferences; consulting the natural course of things; diffusing and diversifying by gentle means the streams
of commerce, but forcing nothing; establishing (with powers so disposed, in order to give trade a stable course,
to define the rights of our merchants, and to enable the government to support them) conventional rules of
intercourse, the best that present circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but temporary, and liable to be
from time to time abandoned or varied, as experience and circumstances shall dictate; constantly keeping in
view that it is folly in one nation to look for disinterested favors from another; that it must pay with a portion of
its independence for whatever it may accept under that character; that, by such acceptance, it may place itself
in the condition of having given equivalents for nominal favors, and yet of being reproached with ingratitude for
not giving more. There can be no greater error than to expect or calculate upon real favors from nation to
nation. It is an illusion, which experience must cure, which a just pride ought to discard.
In offering to you, my countrymen, these counsels of an old and affectionate friend, I dare not hope they
will make the strong and lasting impression I could wish; that they will control the usual current of the passions,
or prevent our nation from running the course which has hitherto marked the destiny of nations. But, if I may
even flatter myself that they may be productive of some partial benefit, some occasional good; that they may
now and then recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to
guard against the impostures of pretended patriotism; this hope will be a full recompense for the solicitude for
your welfare, by which they have been dictated.
How far in the discharge of my official duties I have been guided by the principles which have been
delineated, the public records and other evidences of my conduct must witness to you and to the world. To
myself, the assurance of my own conscience is, that I have at least believed myself to be guided by them.
In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, my proclamation of the twenty-second of April, I793, is the
index of my plan. Sanctioned by your approving voice, and by that of your representatives in both houses of

Congress, the spirit of that measure has continually governed me, uninfluenced by any attempts to deter or
divert me from it.
After deliberate examination, with the aid of the best lights I could obtain, I was well satisfied that our
country, under all the circumstances of the case, had a right to take, and was bound in duty and interest to
take, a neutral position. Having taken it, I determined, as far as should depend upon me, to maintain it, with
moderation, perseverance, and firmness.
The considerations which respect the right to hold this conduct, it is not necessary on this occasion to
detail. I will only observe that, according to my understanding of the matter, that right, so far from being denied
by any of the belligerent powers, has been virtually admitted by all.
The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred, without anything more, from the obligation which
justice and humanity impose on every nation, in cases in which it is free to act, to maintain inviolate the
relations of peace and amity towards other nations.
The inducements of interest for observing that conduct will best be referred to your own reflections and
experience. With me a predominant motive has been to endeavor to gain time to our country to settle and
mature its yet recent institutions, and to progress without interruption to that degree of strength and
consistency which is necessary to give it, humanly speaking, the command of its own fortunes.
Though, in reviewing the incidents of my administration, I am unconscious of intentional error, I am
nevertheless too sensible of my defects not to think it probable that I may have committed many errors.
Whatever they may be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which they may tend. I
shall also carry with me the hope that my country will never cease to view them with indulgence; and that, after
forty five years of my life dedicated to its service with an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent abilities will be
consigned to oblivion, as myself must soon be to the mansions of rest.
Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, and actuated by that fervent love towards it, which is so
natural to a man who views in it the native soil of himself and his progenitors for several generations, I
anticipate with pleasing expectation that retreat in which I promise myself to realize, without alloy, the sweet
enjoyment of partaking, in the midst of my fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good laws under a free
government, the ever-favorite object of my heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of our mutual cares, labors,
and dangers.
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/washing.asp

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient

causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards
for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King
of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of
an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in
their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to
them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people
would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to
tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of
their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the
rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative
powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in
the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment
of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat
out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by
our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary
government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for
introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our
Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation
and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous
ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to
become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all
ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of
justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation,
and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are,
and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally
dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace,
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of
right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_transcript.html

Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions
Report of the Woman's Rights Convention, Held at Seneca Falls, N.Y., July 19th and 20th, 1848 (Rochester,
1848).
Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony
When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of man to assume
among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have hitherto occupied, but one to
which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires
that they should declare the causes that impel them to such a course.
We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that
to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.
Whenever any form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it
to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation on such
principles, and organizing its powers in such form as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light
and transient causes; and accordingly, all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer,
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But
when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce
them under absolute despotism, it is their duty to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for
their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of the women under this government, and such is
now the necessity which constrains them to demand the equal station to which they are entitled.

The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward woman,
having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted
to a candid world.
He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.
He has compelled her to submit to laws, in the formation of which she had no voice.
He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men—both natives and
foreigners.
Having deprived her of this first right of a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her without
representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.
He has made her, if married, in the eye of the law, civilly dead.4
He has taken from her all right in property, even to the wages she earns.5
He has made her, morally, an irresponsible being, as she can commit many crimes with impunity, provided
they be done in the presence of her husband. In the covenant of marriage, she is compelled to promise
obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents and purposes, her master—the law giving him power to
deprive her of her liberty, and to administer chastisement.
He has so framed the laws of divorce, as to what shall be the proper causes of divorce; in case of separation,
to whom the guardianship of the children shall be given; as to be wholly regardless of the happiness of
women—the law, in all cases, going upon the false supposition of the supremacy of man, and giving all power
into his hands.
After depriving her of all rights as a married woman, if single and the owner of property, he has taxed her to
support a government which recognizes her only when her property can be made profitable to it.
He has monopolized nearly all the profitable employments, and from those she is permitted to follow, she
receives but a scanty remuneration.
He closes against her all the avenues to wealth and distinction, which he considers most honorable to himself.
As a teacher of theology, medicine, or law, she is not known.
He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education—all colleges being closed against her.6
He allows her in Church as well as State, but a subordinate position, claiming Apostolic authority for her
exclusion from the ministry, and, with some exceptions, from any public participation in the affairs of the
Church.
He has created a false public sentiment, by giving to the world a different code of morals for men and women,
by which moral delinquencies which exclude women from society, are not only tolerated but deemed of little
account in man.
He has usurped the prerogative of Jehovah himself, claiming it as his right to assign for her a sphere of action,
when that belongs to her conscience and her God.
He has endeavored, in every way that he could to destroy her confidence in her own powers, to lessen her
self-respect, and to make her willing to lead a dependent and abject life.
Now, in view of this entire disfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their social and religious
degradation,—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and because women do feel themselves aggrieved,

oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission
to all the rights and privileges which belong to them as citizens of these United States.
In entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount of misconception, misrepresentation,
and ridicule; but we shall use every instrumentality within our power to effect our object. We shall employ
agents, circulate tracts, petition the State and national Legislatures, and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the
press in our behalf.We hope this Convention will be followed by a series of Conventions, embracing every part
of the country.
Firmly relying upon the final triumph of the Right and the True, we do this day affix our signatures to this
declaration.
At the appointed hour the meeting convened. The minutes having been read, the resolutions of the day before
were read and taken up separately. Some, from their self-evident truth, elicited but little remark; others, after
some criticism, much debate, and some slight alterations, were finally passed by a large majority.7
[At an evening session] Lucretia Mott offered and spoke to the following resolution:
Resolved, That the speedy success of our cause depends upon the zealous and untiring efforts of both men
and women, for the overthrow of the monopoly of the pulpit, and for the securing to woman an equal
participation with men in the various trades, professions and commerce.
The Resolution was adopted.
ecssba.rutgers.edu/docs/seneca.html

Gettysburg Address
Abraham Lincoln
Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty,
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion
of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is
altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.
But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this ground. The
brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or
detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did
here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have
thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of
devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people,
shall not perish from the earth.
Abraham Lincoln
November 19, 1863
www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/gettysburg.htm

I Have a Dream
Martin Luther King Jr.
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in
the history of our nation.
Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the Emancipation
Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who
had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of their
captivity.
But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still
sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the
Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years
later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land.
And so we've come here today to dramatize a shameful condition.
In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our republic wrote the
magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory
note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as
white men, would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of "Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is
obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are
concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a
check which has come back marked "insufficient funds."
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient
funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so, we've come to cash this check, a check that will
give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice.
We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now. This is no time to
engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to make real
the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the
sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid
rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God's children.
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer of the Negro's
legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and equality. Nineteen sixtythree is not an end, but a beginning. And those who hope that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will
now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. And there will be neither
rest nor tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will
continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice emerges.
But there is something that I must say to my people, who stand on the warm threshold which leads into the
palace of justice: In the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us
not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must forever
conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to
degenerate into physical violence. Again and again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical
force with soul force.

The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a distrust of all
white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here today, have come to realize
that their destiny is tied up with our destiny. And they have come to realize that their freedom is inextricably
bound to our freedom.
We cannot walk alone.
And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead.
We cannot turn back.
There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We can never be
satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can never be
satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the
highways and the hotels of the cities.*We cannot be satisfied as long as the negro's basic mobility is from a
smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied as long as our children are stripped of their self-hood
and robbed of their dignity by signs stating: "For Whites Only."* We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in
Mississippi cannot vote and a Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not
satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until "justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty
stream."¹
I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some of you have
come fresh from narrow jail cells. And some of you have come from areas where your quest -- quest for
freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have
been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive.
Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to
Louisiana, go back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can
and will be changed.
Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends.
And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply
rooted in the American dream.
I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal."
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave
owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice,
sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color
of their skin but by the content of their character.
I have a dream today!

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping
with the words of "interposition" and "nullification" -- one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black
girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.
I have a dream today!
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be made low, the
rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; "and the glory of the Lord shall
be revealed and all flesh shall see it together."2
This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South with.
With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith, we will be
able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith,
we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for
freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.
And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with new meaning:
My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing.
Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride,
From every mountainside, let freedom ring!
And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true.
And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire.
Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York.
Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania.
Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado.
Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California.
But not only that:
Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia.
Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee.
Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi.
From every mountainside, let freedom ring.
And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every
hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black
men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the
words of the old Negro spiritual:

Free at last! Free at last!
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm

